Faith Talk
Faith United Church of Christ                September 2026                         		Tripoli, Iowa
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We pray for the healing and well-being of these beloved children of God...
	Nadine Schnurstein
 	Mary Ann Meyer
	Carol Kammeyer
	Gary Snyder
	Gerald Liddle
	Jim Anderson
	Tad Chapin
	Cheryl Dahlstrom
	Keith Stahlhut
	Morgan Smith
	Shirley Brown
	McKinna Benson
	Alicia Guzman   
  		
We pray for members and friends of the church serving in the military.	
	Brandon Burrows	
   Matthew Coulthard
   	Kristian Heidemann
	Colton Henry
   Charlen Wells
 	Alyssa Jones
   Derrick Buchholz
	
We hold in prayer our 
members in home...
	Phyllis Buls
	JoAnn Steward 
	Marlys Ryan
   Verdeen Ohlendorf
   Leland & Wilma Timmerman
   Dolores Schmidt

 We pray for the families and communities where lives and sense of safety have been shattered.

We extend our sympathies to Bonnie Traver and Kathy & Mike Westendorf and their families on the death of their father, Gerald Liddle.  We give thanks for Gerald’s new eternal life with God. 
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                                                          Faith United Church of Christ 
                                                               Council Meeting Minutes     
                                                                       August 3, 2026

Members in Attendance: Dave Kirchhoff, Kathy Westendorf, Mike Westendorf, Kara Marsh, Dean Shinstine, Brenda Shinstine, Patti Mehmen, Bonnie Travers, Jay Ranard, Dan Groskurth, Sharon McLavey, Jennifer Dillon.
Also in Attendance:   Ellen Kalkbrenner, Brian Bunce, Karen Milius. 
Opening Prayer: Bonnie Travers.
Meeting Called to Order: Dave Kirchhoff. 
Additions to the Agenda: Kendy Miller to join via Zoom to discuss finalizing profile for a new shared pastor.  
Approval of July Minutes: Motion to Approve: Jay Ranard, Seconded by: Kathy Westendorf.  
Treasurer Report: July Prelim Financials Balance Sheet, reviewed Income vs Expenses for July. Discussed YTD Budget vs Actual. Reviewed cost comparison of Storey Kenworthy vs Amazon for office supplies. Balance in Parsonage account after July’s expenses: $4,695.00. Estimated Expenses for Parsonage for August plus utilities, Carpet Cleaning and Unclogging of plumbing: $858.00. Balance of Parsonage account after August Expenses $3,837.00. Motion to approve Treasurer report by Kara Marsh and seconded by: Sharon McLavey. 
Trustee Report: New laptop is needed for Media Shout, current laptop is 7 years old.  Discussed Landscaping ideas for South Side of Church between sidewalk and road where grass is unable to grow. 
Elder Report: Community Church Service is August 9th at 9 am. Pastor Meester and Pastor Bradley will be officiating. There will be no Fellowship following service, Congregation encouraged to attend the Tripoli Activities Committee Breakfast after Service, serving until 10:30 am. Church service returns to 10 am on Sunday, September 13th. Sunday School to resume on the 13th at 9 am. Blessings of school backpacks, teachers, staff and school personnel will be on August 23rd by Pastor Gary Catterson. Needs for school supplies are Kleenex and Clorox Wipes. Baskets are available in the Narthex for donated items. A new updated Usher Duty list will be laminated and put in folder for reference by Kara Marsh. Discussion on monthly newsletter being mailed vs. emailing to members. Jennifer Dillon to make a poster to encourage members to sign up to volunteer to be part of the Faith Education Committee. 
Liaison Report: Kendy Miller via Zoom to discuss and finalize profile. In attendance from Search Committee included Jennifer Dillon, Karen Milius, and Brian Bunce. 
Old Business: Church float for Tripoli Days is completed. Thanks to everyone that helped. Need volunteers to ride on the float and walk beside the float. Motion by Kara Marsh to Approve the proposed revision to Rules of Management and Maintenance of Faith UCC Cemetery Bi-laws. Seconded by: Jay Ranard. 
 Next Meeting: September 9, 2026
Motion to adjourn by: Dean Shinstine and seconded by: Kara Marsh. 
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted:
Patti Mehmen              
Minutes are not approved by Council.

                                                              
                                                                                                                 
                                                      
Faith United Church of Christ
Congregational Meeting
August 16, 2026

Meeting called to order by: Roger Goudschaal
Motion to change Bylaws of article 11, 12, 13, and 14 of the Cemetery Bylaws by: Michael Westendorf, Seconded by: Elizabeth Goudschaal. Motion carried by majority congregational vote. 
Motion to move funds from Account 514 to Perpetual Care Fund by: Dean Shinstine, Seconded by: Jay Ranard. Motion carried by majority congregational vote. 
Motion to increase 10 x 10 cemetery lot price from $450.00 to $600.00 and cremation lots from $250.00 to $300.00 beginning January 1, 2027, by: Kara Marsh, Seconded by: Ruth Kirchhoff. Motion carried by majority congregational vote. 
Motion to adjourn meeting by: Marlene Snelling. Seconded by: Brenda Shinstine. 

Respectfully submitted by: Patti Mehmen 
Minutes not approved by Council
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Sept. 6		Rev. Tom Wiles   
                           (Communion)
Sept. 13	Rev. David Feltman
Sept. 20	Rev. Gary Catterson
Sept. 27	Rev. Cathy Young
Oct. 4		Rev. David Feltman
		     (Communion)
Oct. 11		Rev. Gary Catterson
Oct. 18		Rev. Brad Braley
Oct. 25		Rev. Tom Wiles





Lunch Box Contributions
The Lunch Box Fund raised $90.00 this month.  Thanks to everyone
Who contributed.  The school is very appreciative for this help.

		Thanks,  Beth G.


Lunch Box    	



THANK YOU FROM THE PRAYER SHAWL GROUP

The Prayer Shawl Group wants to once again thank everyone who has donated yarn for our ongoing Prayer Shawl Ministry!   We appreciate support for this Faith FCC Mission.   
						Thank you!   Faith UCC Prayer Shawl Group












Community Praise Hour
The next Community Praise Hour will be held on September 27 at 6:30 pm here at Faith UCC Church.   






Women of Faith
Women of Faith will meet on Sunday, September 20th after worship.   All women are invited!   We have several 
items we need to discuss.   Pick up your coffee and treat and join in the discussion. 
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Sunday School will resume on Sunday, September 13th
at 9:00 am.   Sunday School will run from 9:00 am to 9:50  am. 

During worship on September 13, we will have a blessing of the backpacks/computer bags/tablets or anything else used by students/teachers/school administrators and staff.





[image: ]THANK YOU FROM POSTVILLE FOOD BANK
As a non-profit organization, they are grateful for our support of the Postville Food Pantry.  They are currently serving 150 families each week.  They are hopeful that more workers will be called back to AgriStar.  They are doing test runs of the poultry and beef lines.  The Pantry is so grateful for the support of groups like yours.   Thank you.  





Suicide Prevention & Awareness Month:  Take Action to Save Lives.
On the bulletin board in the Narthex is a flyer about Suicide Prevention.  Take a look at the flyer – there are key statistics and well as ways to get involved.    There is a lot of information on the flyer.  








Thank you!

A Big thank you to all of you who helped with the Tripoli Days Luncheon.

-Thank you to the people who made a Monetary Donation.
-Thank you to the Ladies for the donation of the Delicious Pies.
-Thank you for the donation of the Lemonade, Ice  and Coffee.
-Thank you for the donation of the Salad Ingredients.
-Thank you for the donation of the Potatoes and Milk.
-Thank you for the donation of the Baked Beans.
-Thank you for the donation of the Gravy and Ingredients.
-Thank You to the Frederika Locker for the Meat and the Great Help.
-Thank you for the donation of the Bread.
-Thank you to the people that took Tickets.
-Thank you to the people that helped in the Serving Line.
-Thank you to the Dining Room Help.
-Thank you to our Guy who takes care of the Sign Outdoors.
-Thank you to the Kitchen Help.
-Thank you to our Dish Washing Guys.
-Thank you to the Ladies who Prepared the Food.
-No matter what you did or what you donated it was all Appreciated.

Thank You-Thank You- Thank You!

The Lord Shares His Love for us through 'Special People' Like You!

Thank you for Your Help, Your Gifts, and Your Talents.

Grateful...Thankful...Blessed...

The
“Women of Faith”
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Sept. 2		Lisa Chapin
Sept. 3		Peyton Benson
Sept. 9		Brad Bunce
		Jennifer Dillon
Sept. 12	Wendy Hawes
Sept. 15	Cheyanne Moore
Sept. 16	Rich Milius
		Adelade Lange
Sept. 17	Jan  Heidemann
Sept. 19	Roger Buchholz
		Bonnie Travers
Sept. 21	Amy Drewis
Sept. 22	Justin Dillon
Sept. 25	Braydon Bunce	
Sept. 27	Sue Schwarze
Sept. 28	Delores Meier

	








Faith United Church of Christ Finances

General Fund 2026
                        August           	Budget             Variance
Income	          $7,523.65   $12,025.98	     -$4,327.33
Expenses	       $4,987.12   $10,253.66      $5,266.54

Year-to-date   2026
Offerings	$77,404.85
Expenses      $63,841.47


Cemetery Operations Fund -July 2026	
Portfolio Value		$60,931.21
Checking Account Balance            	     501.70
Savings Account Balance	3,058.51
TOTAL CEMETERY FUND	     $64,491.42	



September Anniversary
Sept. 3		Jay & Jean Ranard
Sept. 8		Tanner & Bailey Klein
Sept. 10	Brian & Angie Buchholz
Sept. 17	Larry & Joan Struck
Sept. 26	Eli & Traci Bahrenfuse


	

Worship by attendance - August 2026

	In-person	Online		
	Attendance	Viewing		Offering

Aug. 2		42	33		$1,740.00
Aug. 9		52	62		$1,181.40
Aug. 16		55	35		$1,772.25
Aug. 23		43	30		$   855.00
Aug. 30		41	24		$1,975.00
			Total		$7,523.65




Faith UCC Council         	President		Dave Kirchhoff	Vice President	Mike Westendorf	Recorder		Patti Mehman

	Elders		
	Sharon McLavey *    	2nd term expires 1-31-27
	Kara Marsh	      2nd term expires 1-31-27
	Bonnie Travers	      2nd term expires 1-31-28
	Kathy Westendorf    2nd term expires 1-31-28
	Patti Mehmen           1st term expires 1-31-29
   	Jen Dillon		      1st term expires 1-31-29 

	Trustee    
      Mike Westendorf	       1st term expires 1-31-28
	Jay Ranard                 1st term expires 1-31-28
	Brenda Shinstine	       2nd term expires 1-31-28
	Dean Shinstine*	       1st term expires 1-31-29
      Dan Goskurth	       1st term expires 1-31-29
	Dave Kirchkoff	       2nd term expires 1-31-29			 
*Head Elder or Trustee

Faith UCC Staff
	Admin Assistant		Barb Rich
	Financial Secretary	Roger Goudschaal	Treasurer			Ellen Kalkbrenner
	Custodian			Samantha Rossum
	Director of Music	Beth Goudschaal
	Musicians			June Buhr
				Phoebe Drape
				Dawn Holm
				Sara Blessing
	Mary Jo Rathe
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Jimothy

If you've not heard of Jimothy, here's the scoop: He's a raccoon that looks like a round furry ball.
His appearance is different because it's believed that he has short-spine syndrome, which has
caused his “non-traditional” appearance and challenges. He first captured the hearts of Seattle
residents and now he’s rather well known. | think that perhaps God created Jimothy to remind
us of some surprisingly good lessons.

Be unapologetically yourself. Jimothy doesn't worry too much about fitting the mold.
Embrace your quirks. The things that make us unusual can also be the things people
remember and love about us.

o Bring joy wherever you can. Jimothy reminds us that you don't have to do something
extraordinary to brighten someone's day.

e March to your own drum. Sometimes the best path isn't the one everyone else is
taking.

Every person (and creature) is intentionally created by God with unique traits and purposes. So
let your internal “Jimothy” shine.

Ephesians 2:10 - For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.




